
Thanksgiving is a time 

when people realize what 

they are thankful for. 

Many people have             

traditions they do every 

year. Some people go over 

to family or friends            

houses. Allie from Mrs.           

Buckles class goes to her 

grandma and grandpa’s 

house to spend        

Thanksgiving with them. 

Some people stay at home 

and have people come to 

their house and make the 

Thanksgiving meal for 

their family. Like me,    

every year I go to my 

grandpa’s and help him 

cook the food. A big part of 

Thanksgiving is the food. 

Turkey is the main thing 

people eat for dinner. But 

that's not the only food for 

Thanksgiving dinner.          

People also eat mashed      

potatoes corn and stuffing. 

Samantha in Miss Pancratz 

class says that mashed     

potatoes and corn is her    

favorite and she likes turkey 

too. A lot of people have 

pumpkin pie for  dessert, 

yum!! Watching football is a 

tradition too, but some     

people don't like to watch it.  

Another  tradition is     

watching the Thanksgiving 

parade on TV. It has lots 

of cool floats and famous 

singers like Cody Simpson 

(my favorite) and Carly 

Rae Jepsen. At the end of 

the parade is Santa.  

Thanksgiving is a good 

holiday for people to           

realize what they are        

thankful  for but we 

should always  remember 

what we are thankful for. 

Hope you had a nice                  

Thanksgiving! 
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helps raise money for 

the fight against       

Diabetes. The second 

reason is to get people 

out exercising. In     

addition to the trot, 

Coach Benson led us in 

the chicken dance and    

other exercises to get us 

moving. Great job    

everyone!       

Run Turkey Run 

This year there were a lot 

of students and their   

families joining in on all 

of the fun at the annual   

Turkey Trot.               

Mrs. Winkelmann and 

Mr. Katsiris were chefs, 

and they were trying to 

catch Mrs. Jan, who was 

our turkey.  There are 

several reasons Brisas 

does the turkey trot each 

year. One reason is that it 



 Howdy Brisas Buckaroos! On  

Tuesday, November 20, 2012 the 

Kindergartners had their Friendship 

Feast. At the feast, they learned 

about why we celebrate          

Thanksgiving from a poem read to 

them by Mrs. Winkelmann and Mr. 

Katsiris. They also got to meet other 

kids in other classes and made new 

friends. At the feast, the                

kindergartners dressed up as        

turkeys, pilgrims, and Native           

Americans and they ate cookies, 

fruit kabobs, chicken nuggets, 

pumpkin pudding, and popcorn and 

had apple juice to drink. The         

kindergarten feast was a delicious 

success!  
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the oldest two among us. What an 

excellent weather it was. We were 

waving to the people we were 

passing and they were waving at 

us. We saw people fishing and 

catching  big cat fish when we 

were in the train.  I have no idea if 

they let it go or if it became dinner. 

We saw people feeding the ducks, 

pigeons, and other birds. I think 

Sarah wanted to feed the birds too. 

She was so excited seeing the 

ducks flying.  

The good thing is that the park is 

right across the street from Brisas! 

I showed my sisters our school 

right across from Desert Breeze 

Park. I told them maybe we could 

go to the park again right after 

school on any day. For playing 

during hot weather time, there is a 

water park with animal statues 

within the Desert Breeze. I 

love playing around all the  

animal statues. There is an 

open area behind the park 

where we can run or play with 

a ball. The whole park is lots 

of fun. I would like to tell all 

my friends - Go try it out, in 

case you haven’t done yet!  

Going to Desert Breeze Park 

with my two sisters is a fun way 

to be outside. Going there for the 

first time, the 10 month old Sa-

rah was stunned riding on the 

train and marry-go-round and 

watching the ducks in the lake.  

The 4 year old Shaniya was too 

excited although she went there 

before with me and the family.  

We all rode in the merry-go-

round with Mommy and Daddy 

helping my sisters.  Sarah’s eyes 

were round and big, her mouth 

was open with wonder, and by 

the way she was holding the ride 

(a horse), we could tell she was 

little frightened too. As usual, 

Shaniya wanted to ride in the 

marry-go-round one more time 

(again!). The train ride was a 

real joy for all of us, including 



Did you hear about the storm that 

hit the East Coast? They called it 

Hurricane or Super Storm Sandy. 

It brought high winds, floods, and 

destruction. On 10/ 29/12 to 

10/30/12 the storm hit New York, 

New Jersey, and some of              

Connecticut. 6.5 million homes 

and businesses were without power 

including 4 million in New York.  

They were without power for 6 or 

7 days, some people were even 

without power for 2 weeks! 130 

people died during the storm. The 

center of the storm was  Atlantic 

City, New Jersey.  One area that 

was greatly damaged in New 

Jersey was the rollercoaster and 

pier at Seaside Heights. It was 

swept into the Atlantic Ocean in 

the Hurricane. After the storm, 

many people helped by donating 

their time and money. People 

volunteered to help clean up the 

damaged neighborhoods.  You 

too can make a donation through 

the Red Cross.  The American 

Red Cross is in need of food, 

supplies and  money. 

  

for more in the game. This game 

helps us with exercising our brain. 

It also helps in understanding what 

your opponent is thinking and how 

to counter think and move. For 

those of you who do not know, our 

coach is Mr. Damien Black. He is 

really good. 

We have quite a few kids from our 

school learning this game. But, on 

17th & 18th, only a few of the kids 

from our school's team went to 

participate in this tournament. The 

tournament was divided into     

different categories.  The            

categories were: Separate; K to 3rd 

grade; K - 6th grade and The Indi-

viduals.   We had seven kids in the 

K- 3 group from our school. They 

were:  Tyler Burk; Jayden Viene; 

Vincent Carpena; Danny Rizzo; 

Sanjay Selvam; Victor Bourgeon 

& Rackhi Raman. They placed us 

in the 5th place out of 65 schools 

from the entire Phoenix region.  

In the K-6 group we had 3 kids 

from our school. They were: Jack 

Hodgdon; Sean Guiney and      

Tanner Wedding.  And they placed 

our school in the top 3 out of 71 

schools from the Phoenix area.  

The next tournament is Tempe 

Open Location: Chess Emporium 

(Elliot Rd & McClintock Dr.) 

Address: 1835 E Elliot Rd Suite 

103-104 Tempe, AZ 85284 

Date: December 15, 2012 

Time: 9:00am - 4:30pm 

ASCF or USCF membership      

required to participate in this event 

If you need more information, 

please go to http://

www.chessemporium.com/ or you 

can ask our coach Mr. Black on 

any Wednesday after school.  

If all of you noticed we got two 

trophies for a Chess tournament in 

the announcements. These trophies 

were for the Best Of Phoenix 

Tournament. The "Best of      

Phoenix" tournament took place 

on the 17th and 18th of November 

2012. It took place in Carefree  

Resort (north of Scottsdale). The 

whole place was teaming with 

children from different schools in 

the  Phoenix region. All parents 

and in some cases the whole     

families were there. The place was 

a like a mini fair. Chess mats were 

there on all tables and between 

matches kids were playing for fun. 

Even parents of different kids were 

playing with each other or other's 

children. It was all very exciting.  

We have a good team and a great 

coach who helps us understand the 

game. He takes time to make all of 

us understand the game and look 
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Which are all good, but we do not 

do it just for doing it. It should 

make sense why we do it and make 

it part of us. So Go Green should be 

made as a Habit, which will always 

be with us. 

Talent Show - why should all of us 

show our talents? The world is             

becoming close. Everything is near 

us. People born in different parts of 

the world are near us. SO the more 

we know about everybody's culture 

in its purest manner and not from a 

different view, we cultivate a habit 

of understanding and accepting              

different cultures and people.  

No Wastage of food - there are so 

many children who go hungry every 

day. Even one meal is a big deal. 

So, when we get food, it is not good 

to waste it. Serve how much you 

need for yourself. Make it a habit 

not to take more than you need and 

try not to waste anything in your 

plate, if it is at home or at school. 

Make it a habit - Not to waste food.  

The second meet that we had in  

November, we wanted to honor and 

understand how the presidential               

election and how the government is 

formed. We did a small experiment 

in our respective groups. I was 

lucky to elected President of my 

group. It was fun, educational and 

we were able to understand how a 

governing body can be made in a 

small scale too. We also set up web 

access and a discussion place with all 

members in it. This allows us to post 

what we want to, and how to start a 

conversation or discussion on a     

variety of topics. Hopefully we can 

all use it properly and make a                       

difference.  

Everything in our life is about            

working together. Some people think 

that we can do it all by ourselves, but 

who we are and what we do is     

something we do together. So it is not 

what the world does for us but we do 

for the world and what we leave     

behind. Hopefully we should all leave             

something good for our future. If any 

of you have any ideas or ways to 

make a difference, you can tell me or 

you should become part of something 

that can make the difference.  

Student Superintendent Advisory 

Council (SSAC) is a group of  

students with representation from 

all 25 Kyrene Schools who meet 

monthly with Superintendent, Dr. 

David Schauer, for the purpose of 

discussing topics and issues that 

the students care about. Students 

between the Fifth to the Eighth 

grade apply for this. We apply for 

this by writing on what we want 

to do for our school; our           

community and how our input, 

does not matter how small, but 

how it can make a difference. I 

am one representative from our 

school. I take the school bus once 

every month to go to the Kyrene 

district office.  

In my first meeting, in October,    

I got introduced to all students 

from all the 25 schools in our    

district. We got a tour of the                 

facilities and we designed a           

t-shirt. I had a few thoughts and 

ideas which I proposed to the    

Superintendent.  

My ideas are:  Habits are taught, 

if it is good or bad. So all of us 

need to be taught habits. Some of 

the habits are: 

Go Green - It is not about just 

switching the light off or             

throwing the bags in recycle. 

 If you haven’t read Gregor do not read 

this. So far in Gregor and the code of the 

claw. Gregor is in battle with rats he is 

the warrior of  Regalia. He has a rat 

named Ares. He lives with his family 

and has a crush on Luxa. I can’t wait to 

see wait to know what else happens. 

Gecko Gazette email 

brigecko@kyrene.org  



votes and Romney had 189. It is 

every important to vote because 

it is great to let your voice be 

heard. It could be as important as 

an electing, or as simple as 

choosing a mayor for your city, 

but everyone should vote. I      

encourage you to vote because 

that is part of what makes  

America great. 

This year was an important election 

year. There are two main parties in the 

United States, the Democrats and the 

Republicans. The person representing 

the Democrats was Barrack Obama, 

and the person representing the          

Republicans was Mitt Romney. There 

were two more candidates though. 

Their names were Gary Johnson and 

Jill Stein. The results of the election 

were that Barrack Obama won. For the 

school election, Obama won with 406 

Hey all you fashionistas, this is a fashion emergency! Do you need help with your next outfit? 

Well, take a look at the next big thing…It’s about being you! So here is how I put an outfit together. 

First I pick out the main part of my outfit.  I start with a top or dress, then pant, and then the shoes.  Once 

the basics are done, I add some accessories, like jewelry and belts. 

There are many trends, but the coolest thing is showing your personality. So now you know the next big 

thing…Be You! I hope you have your next outfit picked out.  If you don’t, check out some great gecko 

styles. 


